[State of the renin-angiotensin-aldosterone system in thyroid pathology based on the results of radioimmunoassay].
The activity of plasma renin, concentration of serum aldosterone and plasma corticotropin were determined by a radioimmunoassay in 78 patients with diffuse toxic goiter with thyrotoxicosis of various degrees of gravity, im 21 patients with primary hypothyroidism and 25 controls in euthyroid condition. In the patients with thyrotoxicosis such investigations were conducted before and after a course of drug therapy. In thyrotoxicosis the activity of the renin-angiotensin-aldosterone system was raised, in hypothyroidism it was lowered, a degree of expression of appropriate changes being associated with the gravity of disease. In the patients with marked thyrotoxicosis after a course of drug therapy the indices of plasma renin activity and serum aldosterone concentration did not return to normal. Hypophyseal corticotropic function was raised in marked thyrotoxicosis, mild hypothyroidism and corresponded to the normal level in the patients with hypothyroidism of average gravity. Plasma ACTH concentration in the patients with marked thyrotoxicosis returned to normal after a course of drug therapy.